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PEPORT OF TFVE CIVIL AERONALUTICS IOARD
on the
Invest-gatior of an Aceident Involvirg Aireraft
During o Cross=Court:y Business Tlight

Pi1lot Lezgh Andre¢s Merrill ond his passenger, Charls s Peters,
recelved fatnl 1njvries in on ceclaent whicn occurred on the iMunici-
pal Airport Fort Smith, Arkansas, about L 50 p.m. on Pecember 21,
IQMSE I..rrall, e7c 2%, hela a cormercaicl pilot certificate with
simgle~ergine land, 0~80 h.pe. ond flight instructor rotings. He had
flewn approzim=tely %000 solo bours, all in the type mireraft in-
volved, FPelers was not certificated as za cirran, The aarecraft, o

Pipor JhE, 4C 3559C, owaed by Ray E. Basore, was demolished,

Pilot Merrill ond his pascenger deperted from Muskogee, Cklalroma,
about 1.N0 m.n. en route to Port 8mith, Arkansas. They were next ob-
served coming across the Fort Smitn sarport from the wost et en nlia-
tude cstimated to have psen 10 foet. dJust Ttefoere reach-ng the Admin-
1strotron Building, the pilot pulied up an a steep clambang turn to
the Tcfs, After vurning 180° end at an alritude of from 150 to 200 feet,
he 1mrediately cttempted a snrp-roll to the right. When about three-
fovrins of this moneurve: hod heen completed, the nairplane nosed down
end dived to the ground.

Bxomination of the wroekupe revezled neo 1ndication of failure of
any purt of the aarereft pricr to the accident and the condition of the
propeller indicated full power was oraing develnped at the time of ime
pect. Dual contrnals iwere 1ustellea wnd operatiw . The wenther was
CAVU, wind west 20 m.p.h., very gusty.

The probnble eause of this accrdent was the pilot's reckle ssness

in obtenpting cerobatic moneuvers ab a danpgercusly low altitude and
his poor technique in tac exccution.

BY THE BOARD

/s/ Fred As Toombs
beeretary




